Frequently asked questions (FAQ) regarding the Abel Prize

For Japanese media
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1) First: This is a translation of some of the frequently asked questions the Abel Prize web
site. Please take an attentive look at this link:

https://abelprize.no/page/fag-frequently-asked-questions

We have added some more adjusted questions in this FAQ.
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2) Please note: The Abel Prize Communication Team have limited recourses. We therefore
ask you kindly to read the following information with an attentive mind. We might not be

able to answer all your questions immediately, and please read up on abelprize.no for more.
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3) The start of the book “The Abel Prize 2003-2007. The First Five Years” (Springer verlag) is
very informative if you want to go in depth.

Find the book here: https://abelprize.no/sites/default/files/2021-
09/The%20Abel%20Prize%202003-
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4) Please note that the Abel Prize is awarded by The Norwegian Academy of Science and
Letters, which is an independent institution, on behalf of the Norwegian Ministry of

Education and Research.
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5) Please register Media for the Abel Prize Week (May 19-22)

https://dnva.pameldingssystem.no/media-registration-for-the-abel-week

Opens on April 23. Closes on May 15.
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How to get an interview with the Abel Prize laureate / 7 —LE

TEEEAA LA 2 —THITIL?

The Norwegian Communication Team work closely with RIMS and Kyoto University in Japan.

We will try to give media access to the laurate, but within limits.

Until March 26.03.2025: Until the Announcement on March 26 at 12 (CET), Ms. Ito Yuri will
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coordinate inter

view slots with the laureate together with David Hajime Kornhauser, Director, Global
Communications at Kyoto University Phone: +81 (0)757 53 5727 (office hours only). E-mail:

ito.yuri.2c@kyoto-u.ac.jp / comms@mail2.adm.kyoto-u.ac.jp

After March 26.03.2025: After the Announcement on March 26 at 12.00 (CET) Hattori Midori

from the General Affairs Section, RIMS will take over coordinating interviews in Japan.

Email: hattori.midori.3z@kyoto-u.ac.jp

From April 23 until May 22: In Norway the Communication Team can be reached by e-mail:

press-abelprize@dnva.no
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General questions on the Abel Prize / 7 —~VEZREHT 5 — %Y
72

Q1: What is the Abel Prize? /7 —~JLE & [ Xfi] TTH>?

A: The Abel Prize is a scientific prize, awarded within the discipline of mathematics. The Abel
Prize is named in honour of the Norwegian mathematician Niels Henrik Abel (1802-1829). It
was established by the Norwegian Parliament (Stortinget) in 2002, which marked the 200th
anniversary of Abel’s birth. The prize is awarded annually by the Norwegian Academy of
Science and Letters on behalf of the Norwegian government, more specifically the
Norwegian Ministry of Education and Research.
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Q2: How often is the Abel Prize awarded? /7 —~LEZ EFD < HUVOBEEE

TRESNETN?

A: The Abel Prize is awarded annually.

A: T —VEIIEBERE S ET,

Q3: Why is there an Abel Prize? /72T —~LENRHDHDTT )N ?

A: The main purpose of the Abel Prize is to acknowledge groundbreaking scientific
achievements within the discipline of mathematics. In addition to celebrating exceptional
mathematicians and their work, the intent of the Abel Prize is also to increase the status of
mathematics in general. The third, and final purpose of the prize, is to encourage the

interest in mathematics among children and youth in Norway.
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Q4: When is it known to the world who the Abel Prize laureate is? /77—
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A: The announcement of the Abel Prize laureate of the year usually takes place in March.
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Q5: Is the prize awarded in March? / 2 E 133 H T3/ ?

A: No. The announcement is in March. The award ceremony usually takes place during the
Abel Prize Week, in May each year. The announcement and the award ceremony is two
different events. The Abel Prize Week is arranged in Oslo in May every year, with a following
Abel Day, somewhere else in Norway. More information about the week and the different

events will be published on abelprize.no.
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Q6: What is the Abel Prize Week? /| 7 —~JLE T ¢ — 7 LI3i] TIT ) ?

A: The Abel Prize week is a weeklong celebration in honour of that year’s laureate(s) and
their work, consisting of the Prize Award Ceremony at the University Aula (The University of
Oslo’s famous Aula), the Abel lectures and the Government’s official banquet. Other events
may also occur as part of the celebratory week. In 2025 the Abel Prize Week will take place

in May (19-22) in Oslo and Trondheim, Norway.
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Q7: What does the Abel Prize consist of? / 77—~ JLE ONEIL ?

A: The Abel Prize consists of glass plaque designed by Norwegian artist Henrik Haugan, as well as
prize money denominating 7,5 million NOK.
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Q8: How is the Abel Prize financed? / 7 —LEOMJFEIZED X 91270 -

TWEFTIN?

A: The prize money is granted by the Norwegian Parliament (Stortinget) through the
annual national budget. The Abel Prize is officially a Norwegian science prize by the

Norwegian government.

A BalX, /vy s —EROFREZRTRICE T nEd, 7—VEIL, /vy
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Q9: How can the laureate spend the prize money? / S EHIIE &% D X

INED ZEMTEETHN?

A: The prize money may be used freely, as the recipient sees fit. The Abel Prize recipients

are not required to report on their spending of the prize money.

Example: One example of usage is Karen Uhlenbeck’s (2019) investment in the EDGE
program for minority students within the field of mathematics in higher education and

research at The Institute for Advanced Studies (IAS), Princeton, New Jersey.

A XEEITHSZHBICMED LN TEES, 7T—WHEHZHEEIL, BEEOM Ez®E
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Q10: Does the laureate pay tax of the prize money? / B & 1L E &) 54

BHLD DTE N2

A: It depends. The taxing of the money is set by the recipient’s home country, depending on

their taxation laws. The Norwegian government does not tax the award money.

A GBI TRRY ET, HEITHT 2883, XEEOHFEORIAZL>TEDH
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Q11: Who was Niels Henrik Abel (1802-1829)? / = /LA « ~> ' U v J « T —

~)L (1802~1829) L ILFETI N ?

A: Niels Henrik Abel is recognized as the most prominent Norwegian mathematician of all
time. His contributions to mathematics were revolutionary, also in an international
perspective.

Read more about Niels Henrik Abel:

https://abelprize.no/page/about-niels-henrik-abel

Watch the video on Niels Henrik Abel’s life on YouTube
https://youtu.be/ycXeTYR5SFg?si=lki3xj5Fs2QXbCj8

Ar =LA e~ T e T =YL, VT = —TlIOELREFEEE L THLNTWE
T, WOEFE~OEINIEREOIC L EMmITL,
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https://abelprize.no/page/about-niels-henrik-abel

YouTube T=/L A « ~L U w7 « T—rULDAEDO YT 4% B2

https://youtu.be/ycXeTYR5SFg?si=Ikj3xj5Fs2QXbCj8
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Q12: When was the Abel Prize established? / 7 —~ULEITW2BIR S L7~

DT ?

A: The Abel Prize was established by the Norwegian Parliament (Stortinget) in 2002. The
Abel Prize is awarded and administered by the Norwegian Academy of Science and Letters

on behalf of the Norwegian government.

A:2002 FEIZ /WD = —ERIC Lo TR SNFE LIz, 7T—YVEIT, /vy =—BiFzR
KL/ NY =—RFEET BT I =03 %5 - EE L THET,

Q13: Why was the Abel Prize not established before 2002/2003? / 732

2002/2003 F-LLANZ T —~)VE NAIRR S22 72D T ?

A: It has been several attempts to establish a scientific mathematical prize in Norway before
2002/2003. When Europeans established scientific prizes in the 19t century (the time
period from 1801-1900), some claim that mathematics was a “forgotten prize”. Among the

voices claiming this, was the Norwegian mathematician Sophus Lie (1842-1899).

Abel was not forgotten: In 2002, the 200-year anniversary for Abels birth, the Norwegian
mathematical community had success on planning the prize. Together with the Norwegian
government and the Norwegian prime minister at the time, Jens Stoltenberg, a group of
mathematicians and enthusiasts rekindled the previous efforts, and secured political
consensus and financial backing for the Abel Prize. In 2003 the first Abel Prize was awarded
from The Norwegian Academy of Science and Letters.

A: 2002 £ 5 2003 SELARNIC S, /b0 = — TRFPBFH AL L KD & 2R B Ml )
HOFE Lz, 191k (1801 45 1900 FEDOHIM) (23— v S TREEE AR SN
B, BFEE TEROGNZE] Tholzb W) EFR1PHVET, ZORIRFROFDOUE

DN, INT =—DFFEEHE Y T A U— (1842 5 1899 ) DOFEMM™H Y F L1z,
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Q14: What is The Norwegian Academy of Science and Letters? / / /L' 7 ——

BT BT R — LT 2
A: The Norwegian Academy of Science and Letters is a science academy and work side by

side with other science academies in Europe and the rest of the world. It is an equivalent to

The Japan Academy (Nippon Gakushi-in) in Japan. https://www.japan-acad.go.jp/en/

A SN = —RFET AT I—GFRET AT I—CTh Y, -y AR OO Hilko
BT T I—LWATEHLTWET, AATIIAAZLERICHEE LET,

https://www.japan-acad.go.jp/en/

Q15: Who was Sophus Lie and why is he relevant to the Abel Prize?/ V' 7
A Y=LZEDE I RAWT, 2T —VVEEBERERHDLOTT
7> ?

A: (Marius) Sophus Lie (1842—-1899) was a Norwegian mathematician. Lie founded a new
mathematical discipline, today known as the theory of Lie groups. He lived after Abel, but

recognised Abel’s genius, and had an idea to establish an Abel Prize.

Sophus Lie had an idea: He wanted to honour the Norwegian mathematical genius, Niels
Henrik Abel (1802-1829). Therefore, in 1902, on the 100-year anniversary for Abel’s birth, Lie
got the Swedish-Norwegian King Oscar Il interested. However, when the union between the
two countries ended in 1905, and Norway gained independence as a nation, the efforts for

establishing a Swedish-Norwegian mathematical prize came to an end.
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A(wUDR) VTR U— (1842~1899) [T/ VT = —DFEHETYT, 4 H [U—#E Hig
ELTHIONTWD, FILWEFOSEZARR LE L, #RIZ7 —VL X0 RRIZEZTELEL
N, T—=UVDFRERBD, 7T—NVELZAIRT L2 EaBno&FE L,

VIR V=ZE, IV 2= DRIBFE=NVA -~y 7« T =YL (1802~
1829) MR HEWVHIEBZNH Y E Lz, £ T1902 4, 7 —YLDOAEFHE 100 &4 %70
LT, V3RV 2—TFT & /vy =—DEEFADNV 2 HORELEEE LT, LrL,
1905 FFAZA Y = —FT L L ) VT 2 —OEERKEDY . SV = —BEFEE L THRNLT 5
L AV =—=TFT UL VT = —DBFEHBLOZ IO 2 KT E L,

Q16: Is the Abel Prize a Nobel Prize? /| 7 —~LVEX /) —~ULE TT )N ?

A: No.
The Abel Prize is an independent mathematical prize awarded from The Norwegian Academy

of Science and Letters on behalf of the Norwegian Government.

A W2, T—ULEIL, VU s —BIFERELT, VU =—REET T I =R
B AN LT R E T,

Q17: What is the connection between the Abel Prize and the Nobel Prizes? /
T—rYLVE L ) —~UVE OBRIT ?
A: None at all.

This is the long explanation:
1) When Alfred Nobel (1833-1896) established science prizes in Sweden, the two

neighbouring countries Sweden and Norway were joined in a union (at the time).

2) Sweden was “given” Norway due to a settlement between Denmark (losing side) and

Sweden (winning side) in the aftermath of the Napoleonic Wars (1800-1815).

3) Sweden became the location for awarding the Nobel Prizes, awarded by the Royal
Swedish Academy of Sciences. Norway was pointed to as the location for awarding the

Nobel Peace Prize as the peace prize were meant to promote “fellowship among nations.”
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A: B HY EHEA,

SHPLDFH TT,

1) 7AV7 L K+ 7 —~UL(1833~1896) N AV = — T VICHBORFLEZARK L= L &, B
EDOAYT = —F b )y =—T#HA L TWE L (48,

2) FAR LA UES (1800~1815) D%, FTr~v—77 (RAUFT-M) 27 x—Fr (Bo7T-
M) OFMFEICELY, Avz—FT /vy x—% [HEzbnFE L],

3) AV =—T UiE, AV =T VENMRET T I—03MRET L ) —~OVEORE M L 72
D E LT, FREIT TEFRMOBNE | 2BNLT 5720, /=W EMBEOREHE L
T/ VU = —DER S IVE LTz,

Q18: What institution awards the Abel Prize? / 7 —~VULVEIZ LD L 9 704%

BN L L TWDLDTT 9 ?

A: The Norwegian Academy of Science and Letters awards the Abel Prize on behalf of the
Norwegian government. The Norwegian Academy of Science and Letters is an independent
organization, established in 1857. It is a member organization for scientist with mostly
Norwegian members. The Academy also awards The Kavli Prize in cooperation with The Kavli

Foundation in USA and the Norwegian government.

A: VT =—BIFICRDY, VT =—BRET AT I3 VB ERE LT E
T JNU—BFICET T 13 1857 IR L SIS T, Rl v
— ANBFETHR SN2 BHOMKTT, R7 V7 I3 KEoL 7V MHB L0
N —HFERFEITH TV ELRE L TV ET,

Q19: | know that the Nobel Peace Prize is awarded in Oslo. Is this the same? /

) —=YLEREBIIA A TRE SN EHoTWnWET, ZHERLLHD
TI N2
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A: No. Please do not confuse the Abel Prize with the Nobel Prizes. The Nobel Peace Prize
Award is awarded in Norway in December every year, as Alfred Nobel wanted it. This was

because Sweden and Norway were in a union at the time of establishing the Nobel Prizes.

Ar Wz, T—ULEE ) —ULEERFI LW EDICBEWLET,  —ULEfE
X, VA7V v R J—ULOESIINE->THEFE R AIZ VT =—TFE5EESNNET, Zh
1L, J—VUVEDRBIRR SN Y, Avz—TF 0L 2 —0NEE LTV TY,

Q20: The Nobel Peace Prize was awarded to Nihon Hidankyo in 2024? Is this

relevant for the Abel Prize in any way? / 2024 H-1Z H ARG M A ) — L
FEZZELE L, Zud, 7—WE LMNBERERHHDOTL £ 9

D ?

A: As stated, there is no connection between the Abel Prize and The Nobel Peace Prize. But
it is worth mentioning that Oslo was honoured to have the Nihon Hidankyo as Nobel Peace
Prize laureates in 2024 when they received the Nobel Peace Prize. (Please also note that

Nobel Peace Centre (downtown) is holding an exhibition about hibakusha.)

A: TTICERIZL DT, T—VVE L ) —~VLERE & OMITIIT O30 b0 £
luo ULINL. 2024 45T HABHDS ) —~IVERE 228 LIZBRICIZ, A A afinE o
BEMATZEIIFFEIMELET (XU 20 ilbhsd /) — Ve ¥ —TCldk, #EZ
BT 2 RARBITONTWET)

Q21: Is there a relationship between the Norwegian Nobel Peace Prize

Committee and The Norwegian Academy of Science and Letters? / / /L' 7 =
— - J—VERBEEBR R L VT = —BECET AT I 3RRR S

D EITN?

A: There is no connection between the Norwegian Nobel Committee and The Norwegian Academy of

Science and Letters. Both are independent and separate organizations.
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A: I x=— )= UVEERRL I NVT =—BFFET AT I =T ORR L H Y
Fth, EHEHMIT LRI/ TY,

Q22: What is the relationship between the Abel Prize and the Royal Swedish

Academy of Sciences? /| 7T —NVE L AT = —F VENRET T I —

DOBEAfRIT 2

A: There is no connection.

ASTORAR S B D £H A,

Q23: What are the similarities and differences between the Nobel Prizes and

the Abel Prize?/ / —~LE & 7 —~ULVE O @ S L FHE ST T T 2

A: The Nobel Prizes and the Abel Prize are both prestigious and internationally recognized,
but they differ in focus and origin. The Nobel Prize, established by the Royal Swedish
Academy of Sciences in Sweden of the wish of Alfred Nobel, covers fields like Physics,
Chemistry, Medicine, Literature, and Economic Sciences and aims to honour contributions
that benefit humanity (only the Nobel Peace Prize is announced and given by The Norwegian
Nobel Committee).

On the other hand, the Abel Prize, established by the Norwegian Academy of Science and
Letters / Norwegian government, is specifically for mathematics. While the Nobel is awarded
by various committees in Sweden and Norway, the Abel Prize is awarded in Norway. Both

awards include a monetary prize and are given annually.

A —~LE LT —~UVET, LD ICEBERICHEB O H 5 E TT A, ZOXR5E & Bk
B Ed, /J—VULEIZ, TA7L v R )—VLOBEEEZZT, AVz—FT DO ENA
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Ux—T URET AT IR LI 0T, W, (b, B - R U RBTE
DB ERSEE L, NEICRLDEREMRZ D Z 2 HME LT ET () —ULEE O
T )T o — ) —r UL BB ENRE - 125,

—J . INT = —REEET AT I =L VT =B L o TSN T — UV E I,
FRlZHr Rt e LC0nES, / —VERAY=2—TFT U ) VT 2 —DIEIEREER

LR TRESNDDIZR L, 7T—VWEIZ/ VY =z —TREShET, EHLOHEICHE
ENEEN, BFEREINET,

Q24: Why did not Alfred Nobel add a mathematics prize to the list of Nobel

Prizes?/ 70T L7 Ly R+ J—~ULiT ) —~YULED Y R MIEFE %

MR 2o T=D T2

A: We don’t know for sure. The Abel Prize is not a Nobel Prize. There are several theories on
why Nobel did not establish a science prize in mathematics, but we do not speculate on this.
Nobel was a practical man who is said to have regarded mathematics as a tool for other
sciences like physics, chemistry, medicine or physiology, fields he saw having directly

impactful on society.

A FENTRZ LX) FRA, T—NWVET ) —VETIIH D THA, /S — UL

DORVFEE Z T 72002 T2 BRHIZIZN K DD OfAH 0 FF23, B2 BHITZIC oV CTHEHIF

HZEFLERTA, /—VUUTERENRNT, BRIy, b5, By, ARl
(M EBREL 52 50T OIERE] EEXTWeEEbTHET,

Q25: Where is the Abel Prize Award Ceremony held? / 7 —VERZERIT
EZTIThiIvET )2

A: The Abel Prize Award Ceremony is held in The University of Oslo's Aula. It is sometimes

III

referred to as “the University Ceremonial Hall” in English.

The University Aula is easy to locate on the main street Karl Johan. It is situated at, in the
middle of the city. The Aula is part of the University of Oslo, who has many members at The
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Norwegian Academy of Science and Letters.

A: 7T VVERERIIA AR RFEOT U TR TITOIET, #EETIE  [the University

Ceremonial Hall | PRI Z EHH Y 97,

FAORFOT I3, FLHIICHAAAL AN —K [H—L - T3 @Y | (Karl

Johans Gate 47) IZH L TED ., DT WEFTICH Y £, T TS BAT 7T K
F) FAABRFEO T, ST 2 —RELET NT I D% ORBEDOFEVEHTHH Y

F L7,

Questions regarding selecting the Abel Prize laureate / 7 —~L'H

SEAEEICBT 5 TERM

Q1: Who can receive the Abel Prize? /| 7—ULEIZED L 9 2 N5

SNETHN?

A: The Abel Prize is awarded to exceptional mathematicians.

See a complete list of laureates here: https://abelprize.no/winners

Ar T YULEIIENT- RIS S NE T,

ZEEDOEY A MIZH D TI: https://abelprize.no/winners

Q2: What is the ratio of male to female recipients? / 5= E# D 5 & khix

A: There has only been one female laureate in the history of the Abel prize.

https://abelprize.no/winners

AT —VEDREEOHR T, DO EEITX 1L AT T,

https://abelprize.no/winners

?
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Q3: What is the average age of the winners? / 52 E & O MNYEJERR L 2

A: We see that the Abel Prize tends to be awarded for lifelong achievements. But we also
must remember that Niels Henrik Abel was very young when he achieved his outstanding
contribution to mathematics. The statues of the Abel Prize say nothing about age; this

means it can be given to anyone, regardless of age.

s T —~UVET, AEABURERBRICOT L URE SR AR H Y £, L, =b
x-mVUy&~T~N»ﬁﬁ?ﬂ%kﬁ§ﬁ%bk&%\#%K%Wok:&%Ehfd
R0 FERHA, DFED, FECEBRRGEIITHLERADND EVWD Z ETT,

Q4: Who chooses the Abel Prize laureate? / =B & 1N ERSD TI )2

A: The Abel Prize laureate is chosen by The Abel Committee. The Abel Committee is
appointed by The Norwegian Academy of Science and Letters. The Abel Committee is led by
a Norwegian member of The Academy, and it is always a mathematician. This year Prof.
Helge Holden is the Chair of the Abel Committee. It is the President of The Norwegian
Academy of Science and Letters who announces to the world who the recipient will be.

https://abelprize.no/page/abel-committee

AT —~ULVEDZEEIL, T—ULEBRIC Lo TRIINE T, 7T—ULEBRIT/ VU
—RBFLET AT I =L o TERENE T, 77— WEBED ) —F—F /L7 =— A
DT AFI—2AT, HICHFETT, SEIFI~YT RV T VBIRPEEREZBDET.
ZEEEMRICRERT L0, /Ay =BT T I —DRETT,

https://abelprize.no/page/abel-committee

Q5: Who can nominate candidates for the Abel Prize? / #E3T7 —~LE 5

MFZHEE TS ETN?

A: Anyone may nominate candidates for the Abel Prize.
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A: ER72THT —~IVERME 2 ST 0 Z L3 TE £ T,

Q6: Who can be nominated for the Abel Prize? / 77—~V E 21X HEE T

TET N2

A: Any living mathematician may be nominated. Nominations of deceased persons (postmortem) are

not accepted.

A: fFOEFE THNIERT-THHEE TE 3, MADHEIIZTMHIT TWEEA,

Q7: Can | nominate myself for the prize? / BE CTOZEIIR[RE T ?

A: No. Self-nominations will not be considered.
In order to be awarded the Abel Prize, you would first have to be nominated by someone

else, or by an institution.
Ar VW Z, BEIZEZEEINEEA,

T—~WVEEZET L0120, £9, Mo, FRIERENOHEEAZ T ALER DY
i‘?—o

Q8: Who can be selected to be an Abel Prize laureate? / N7 —~IVEZE

FIEIINDDTT

A: Any living mathematician may be awarded the Abel Prize. The Prize may be awarded to
one or several people, but not to institutions or groups, and not more than three individuals

at the same time.

A: FFTHOEFE TCHOHNTFETHRHETLHI LA TEE T, XEH T 14 THHEEL TH
MEWEEAD, ERCHIIE, b LIE3 AU LICFARREGEST S ZLIEFTEEEA,

“

X
N[ahY

~

Q9: What is the total number of previous laureates? / X D= EE& D

x?
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A: In some years, multiple people have received the award together. 28 laureates in total

including the laureate in 2025 since 2003.

A BEOTN—HICZESNEELH Y £9, 2003 FELIED 2025 FZEEEEGH D L 28
%‘/C\\‘?—O

Q10: Is there some requirement for who can be nominated? / EfE 2725

T=ODOFMEIEHY 30?2

A: To be acknowledged as a serious candidate, the candidate must, as a minimum
requirement, have authored at least one scientific and mathematical article in a peer

reviewed research journal.

People who claim to have solved a mathematical problem but fail to refer to a published
article in a peer-reviewed journal, will not be considered as a valid nominee for the prize.

A: BERIZ2 Al L LTGRO b DTeOIiE, RARR, EFift S H7EREIcdbia< &b 1 AD
BEFHY - BUFRIRRSCEBE L TV RITIUT R Y £8 A,

Bp IR A R LTz & ER L3 6 AT S ARSI S i U s L LRV A
X, ZOEOEME L L TROLNEEA,

Q11: What does it mean to have been published in a scientific or mathematical

peer reviewed research journal? / B0 OB Fift X HFFERE I HodE S
NHEFEI NS ETTIN?

A: A scientific article is reviewed (peer-reviewed) by colleagues within the same scientific
discipline. The articles are usually published in a scientific journal. Such a journal must follow
basic scientific methods and criteria. One of the founding principles of scientific articles is
that its contents and reasoning can be acknowledged and understood by other

mathematicians.

A Bgascid. FUCRESBOREICL > THER (7L a—) ShET, Ristila
. BRI SN E T, T LD RN, AN B TR & B DT
hi&@iﬁh Bfim L OFEARFH] D —2F, T ONEFSLEHANMEL O FEE T L - THRD
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b, BfgEsn5Z & TY,

Q12: Do you have a list of mathematical peer reviewed research journals? / %%

FOEZER Yy —F VDU X MIHY £F 02

A: Here are a few recognized journals within the field of mathematical research (see list). There
might be more.

https://www.scimagojr.com/journalrank.php?category=2601

A BRI DS TR SN TNWAE Y vy —F L2 W O LET (U R F&]), fhic
HHHPE LILER AL

https://www.scimagojr.com/journalrank.php?category=2601

Questions regarding The Abel Prize Committee / 7 —~/VEEZEE

(Z B9 5 E ]

Q1: Who decided who will be awarded the Abel Prize? / #2037 —~)V'E %5
BT 20 TTHe

A: The board of The Norwegian Academy of Science and Letters formally decides who the
next Abel Prize laureate will be. They do so based on the recommendation by the Abel
Committee. The Abel Committee comprises a group of internationally outstanding

mathematicians.

Ar VD = —REELET BT I —OHREREN, ROT —IVEZEEZEXICRE L
T ZAUE, TN EBROHEEICESWTITENE T, 7T — VUL BRIIEERICER T
BFEEOIN—T THR SN TWET,
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Q2: Who can be selected to be on the Abel Committee? / 77—~ )L KBS D

ZEIITFE RTINS DT ?

The chair of the Abel Committee hails from Norway, which is Niels Henrik Abel’s country of

origin. The rest of the Abel Committee composition varies.

The committee members consist of expert mathematicians, all appointed by the Norwegian
Academy of Science and Letters. The appointments are based on the recommendation by
the Academy’s mathematical group, selected from suggestions by the International
Mathematical Union (IMU) and the European Mathematical Society (EMS).

The chair of the Abel Committee holds the position for four years. Abel Committee

members hold their positions for two years each.

About the Abel Committee:

https://abelprize.no/article/2025/years-abel-prize-winner-be-announced-march-26

https://abelprize.no/page/abel-committee

T—=rULEBEOEERIT, VAR A~ T T—~LOHHETHL VY = —HE
TY, TOMDEESOHRITHE~ T,

FEEDA U NR—L, IV 2—RELET T I —IZ K> TEm éﬂtﬁ%®$m%fﬁ
RENTWET, Fmid EEEFZES (IMU) & I—a v s (EMS) DR
Tz, THTF I —DOEFE I NV—TOHFEIZ SN TWET,

T NWEEROZERITAFERTORICHY £, ZEOEMIZALHL 2 HETT,

T —rULEB ST OWT

https://abelprize.no/article/2025/years-abel-prize-winner-be-announced-march-26

Q3: What is the role of The Norwegian Academy of Science and Letters? / / /L

U —RBEEFET T I —OFENIATT N ?

A: The Academy selects the Chair of the Abel Committee hails from Norway, which is Niels
Henrik Abel’s country of origin. The Academy (board) formally appoints the Abel Prize

laureate based on the recommendation of the Abel Prize Committee.
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A TATI=E, AR AV Y v s TSV OHHETHD VT = —HE DT —
NEESRFBREZBHLET, 7TH7 31— (BER) L. 7T—UEZELOHBICES
TT7 —~UVEZEE 2 ERIT/Em L ET,

\

Q4: The Abel Committee: Who are the members? / 7 —~LZEES : X

PRI ?

A: The members of the Abel Committee come from all over the world. Previous Committee
members can be found on the web page

Find the former committees: https://abelprize.no/page/abel-committees

A: T—ULEEED A L A IHRP N LEE S TVET, BEOEESA L A N—|F,. ¥
=T N TT IR E T

https://abelprize.no/page/abel-committees

Q5: Have there been any Asian or Japanese committee members in the past? /

WEICTPTREAROEZERITWE LT ?

A: See above

A: FREEHR

Q6: What do the Abel Committee do?/ 7 —ULVERE2II 23T HD T

M ?

A: The Abel Committee assess the candidates nominated for the Abel Prize. From these
nominations, they select and appoint that year’s Abel Prize recipient. The board of the
Norwegian Academy of Science and Letters formally decide who the recipient will be, based

on the recommendation by the Abel Committee. The committee meets multiple times
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during the year to consider the nominees.

e The Abel Committee oversees the following Abel documents:
e The statutes of the Abel Prize

e The Abel Committee guidelines

The research-ethical guidelines of the prize, nominated candidates and the Abel Prize
history. The importance of the history is to be make sure the Abel Prize and its laureates will

represent the full width of the mathematical research, over time.

The Abel Committee discusses and comes up with a list of relevant names for the prize that
year. They then research each candidate more closely. The committee may contact various
experts within the discipline to acquire knowledge on different mathematical fields. The
committee will then make a short-list and delve in depth on each candidate on the shortlist.
Based on this, the Abel Committee discusses and agrees on one or multiple recipients,
based on consensus. The final decision is sent to the board of the Norwegian Academy of
Science and Letters. The board of The Norwegian Academy of Science and Letters formally
names the next Abel Prize recipient. Committee work is unremunerated (ie: it is not paid

work).

The documents from the Abel Committee can only be made public after a period of 50

years.

A T—UVEERE, T IVEBEMEOFREZITVET, INLOBEMEOFHIDL, £
DIEOT —~NWVEZEHEZRH L, mLET, /Ay o—RELET T I —0OHES
X, TV EEROHBICE SV TREE A ERICRE LT, ZERIEME 2R
L, VEMICEKREIS G EZRE T,

T —rULEBERT., LLFO7 —~ULICHT 5 CEAEBE L TOVET
o T —YLERK
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o T ULZBRORE

o T —~UVHOWEmBERE, HEEBBME. T VLB DL, 7T — LB DR
HEML, 7—VEEZOZEEN, RN > TEFIIRO 2R E2RET 5
HbOTHDLZ LR THZLIZHY £,

T—_NUVEERIE, ZOFOZEBMEDOV A MNEERLET, TO%, FEMEEIHIC
HLRELET, ZESIE, SEIERBFIBOHREGELT-DI, ZO5HOIFES
FREMFISEREZMD L bHY £, 0%, ZERE s T—NWEERL, TOED
SEGEMEDOY A NEFERLET, T0#%, KEMAELZILIGELIRELET, ZES

X, SEIEREESBHOMBESGDLTOIC, TONHOIE I ERFEAZITEEZID 2
EbHVET, TOHK, éﬁxi/a~L)xk%¢mL v a— MU R NOFKFEHEIZD
WTEERSHEY T ET, ZCESNT, =— L EEESRH#HRL. AEICESE, 1 A
IXEBOSZEEZRELET, BRKREIX, / VY =2—BZ2 T 7 I —BERIED
NET, NV —RFUET BT I —OBESN, REIOT —VESEF E ERICRE
LT, ZESOHFITEEM T (0FD., HRTEDY TEA),

T —rULEBEOLET, S0 ERICOLABENET,

Q7: How does the Abel Committee consider nominated candidates? / 7 —+X

NEERFHE SN BEHELZ EDO L O ITHRFIT 50T ?

A: The Abel Committee considers the nominated candidates. They assess the following

criteria:

e Whether the mathematical work is compliant with the Abel Prize’s statutes and the
guidelines of the Abel Committee.

e Academic quality; whether the mathematical work is of exceptional character.

e Academic width; whether the mathematical work contributes to the width of the field of

mathematics, over time.

The committee members may themselves nominate their own candidates for the Abel Prize.

When one of the Abel Committee members end their time on the committee, they enter a
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professional quarantine for two years. This means that they, during this period, may not be
awarded the Abel Prize themselves. This rule also applies to relatives and family, close

friends and close colleagues.
AT VBRI SN RS AR LET, BELEIUTOMY T,

o BRMZEREN T —VEOBHMBLOT —NVEEEDOH A KT A IZHERL T
BHINE DI,

o HNME  BEMERBPEB LI LD THDINE DD,

o HNEYRNE ¢ E DTN, BRI o TEFOSHOREINT 5 Z LIZE
HRL TV E D D,

T VEOBAE L. ZEASVHET L LN TEET,

T—~ULEBEOEBIT, ZEL LTOEMNET TS L, 24EMIT THZE EORREELIR
WAV ET, 2F 0., ZOHTIET7T —NVEEASZETAZ LIZTXERHA, ZONL—L
I, BURSOFE G, BLLWAAN, BILWREIRICHEH S NVET,

Q8: How involved are the Norwegian parliament and politicians in this award? /

IV 2 —DFERRCEIRFIXIZOEICED X DI TWAD T

2

A: The Abel Prize is officially a Norwegian prize financed by the Norwegian government, and
the prize is administered by the Norwegian Academy of Science and Letters on behalf of the
Ministry of Education and Research in Norway. The prize money is granted by the Norwegian
Parliament (Stortinget). However, The Norwegian Academy of Science and Letters is an

independent organization, and the Norwegian government and parliament do not involve in

the process of selecting the recipient. This task is trusted to the Academy.

A: T—UVEX, ERZIE VY = —BIRHETH VT 2 —DETHY, VT =—
HEMFRE RO T/ N = —REET AT I =0 EE L TC0ET, HelZ/ vy =—
ENbREINET, L, AT =—BFECET T I ML L TH Y
U = —BUFRHERIIZEEORZIIMESE LEYA, ZOMFEET T I—IZERLRT
WET,
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Special questions for the Abel Prize 2025/ 7 —~V'E 2025 (2B

% R Rl 72 G [

Q1: Is this the first time a Japanese mathematician has received the Abel Prize?
| ARANESEZ DT —~IVEZEIZHD T TN

A: Yes.

ATV,

Q2: Is this the first time an Asian mathematician has received the Abel Prize? /
TIT OEEEENT — SNV HEZE T DO TTTH?

A: Srinivasa S. R. Varadhan (India, USA) received the Abel Prize in 2007.

See the full list of previous laureates here: https://abelprize.no/winners

A 2=y —H <SR UrIxHy (LR, KE) 122007 FI2T7—ILVEESZE L
TWVWET,

\EDOZEH—E https://abelprize.no/winners

Q3: Is there a medal like the Nobel Prize?/ / —~ULVED L 972 XA X)L dH

D EITNn?

A: No. The prize consists of a glass sculpture, a diploma and 7,5 million NOK.

Ar Wz BT T AL B, 750 1T/ v = — 7 B — 3R T,
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Q4: What kind of impact does winning the Abel Prize have on the winner's life

and field? / 7 —~VEOZEIT, SEEDONESLTTIZED K 5 /%

EHAFETIN

A: We will let the previous laurates tell you that. A good source is their interviews and videos

on The Abel Prize YouTube channel

However, The Abel Prize has a huge impact, recognizes significant achievements in
mathematics and serves as a source of appreciation and inspiration. It raises public
awareness of the importance of mathematics and helps to encourage the next generation of

mathematicians. In addition, the prize money supports the research efforts of the recipients.

For example, through the Heidelberg Laureate Forum (HLF), a place of exchange between
people who have won global awards such as the Abel Prize and young researchers, they will
have the opportunity to participate in various meetings and social activities such as dinners,
small group meetings and excursions. It is not only a European network but invites

stakeholders from all over the world.

Please refer this video: https://vyoutu.be/tfuBvAyPTIU?si=GdwhDoaQfm-12SY7

A TR OZEEIZES>THLHWEL L 9, YouTube F ¥ > %/ [The Abel Prizel |
ABENTVBHESDA VX B 22— F 470 BUMEEIE G,

L, 7T—UWEITIIRERA 7 b RHY ., BRCBIT 2 EELREEZ 2. K s
AVAEL—va yOIRERY T, BFEOEEMICHT L RO L E D, ki ok
BT DI > TOET, &5, BESIZEEOMEEE#H2 KEL TW\ET,

BIZIE, A TNV TZEET +—F 5 (HIF) X, 7—UVER CRNREE2ZE L
TNz EXFEFMRE EOZFTOLTHY . BB IIRA REGX0I B, N V—TTOR
B NRAT I EORIEENC ST 2 Z &N TE LT, Ia—a v TRl HRFNE
BIfRE 2V CnET,

IHHDET AL TEL XY 1 https://youtu.be/tfuBvAyPTIU?si=GdwhDoaQfm-125Y7
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Q5: How famous is the Abel Prize? /| 7 —VLEIZE DL WAL TT?

A: The Abel Prize is world famous. It is not a Nobel Prize. The Abel Prize is often referred to
as one of the most prestige prize in mathematics. This prize is internationally recognized in

the field of mathematics.

A T UVEIFHARMICEA T, /= VETELY E¥ A, T VEIT BERT
ROEROHLEO—oLEbNTWET, ZOHIIEFOSITF TEBEMICHED b ThE
‘é—o

Q6: What percentage of the previous winners were from America, Europe,

Asia, Africa,etc.?/ 7 AU 1, I—ma v/, TUT7, 77UV EOHY

HZHOBEIRIL?

Please look at: https://abelprize.no/winners

https://abelprize.no/winners & Z& < 72 X\,

Q7: Is it particularly difficult for Japanese or Asians to get chosen the receive
the Abel Prize? HARARLT U7 ANT —VVEZZET 25 OIIFFIZHE#E L
WODTL X IM?

No. Everyone can nominate candidates.

A Wz ERTETCTHIERME AREE TS N TEET,

Q8: What are the media restrictions during Abel Week? Do we just have to

apply to you? When and how? / 77—~V ¢ — 7 HOHE B IL 2 FEE

TIHIZTVDVDDTTM2 0o, FDLHiz?

A: Media registration for the Abel Week will open April 23. Registration will close May 15.

https://dnva.pameldingssystem.no/media-registration-for-the-abel-week
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A:T =YL« U4 —TDAT 4 THERIT 4 H 23 BHBtASNET, BEkiEs A 15 HIZ
o 5 E 9, https://dnva.pameldingssystem.no/media-registration-for-the-abel-week

Q9: What are the rules for filming in Oslo? Like the Nobel Prize, is there a rule

that only NRK can film the award ceremony? / 4 A 1 TOHgs D/L—/L % ?
J—~UVE O X o, RENT VT = — A4 NRK LR TE 720

EWVWD XOMRIREVDBHLDOTE N

A:

TV: The Abel Prize production team will film the award ceremony. And the media can and

will get a broadcast link, free to use with credits.

Drone: Warning: There is no reason to film by drone during the Abel Week. Drone filming is
not allowed in Oslo city centre unless by special permission. However, we do not
recommend it for the Abel Prize. If you want to apply, this is the link. Please be aware that
foreign nationalities might have difficulties getting permission because the Palace and the

Parliament is placed in Oslo city centre.

https://luftfartstilsynet.no/en/drones/registrering-og-soknader/flying-drone-in-restricted-

area-central-oslo/

Photos: The Abel Prize Communication team will have official photographers taking photos
during the ceremony and a lot of events. We limit the number of photographers per event to

make sure we get good photos and good working conditions for the photographers.

The photos will be official, free of use with credits and a link to an album will be given to
anyone interested. The only thing we ask is that the photos is correctly credited. The credits

will follow the photo from the link given.

Interviews with the Abel Prize laureate during the Abel Prize Week can be scheduled by

asking for a time slot to press-abelprize@dnva.no However, please note that the Abel Prize

laureate has an extremely busy schedule, including an audience with the King, so we ask the
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press to limit the number of interviews and we will limit the number of journalists getting access

to the laurate.
A

TULE . BERNIT—VWVEOHWETF—20MrE LET, £2. AT 4 TIEMERDO Y o~
TERHIENTE, 71V y MIETHHRIZERATAZENTEXET,

Fo— s 7—~b - v — W] Fe— I KR SN TV ET, Fr
BZLFFRAIN 72 WR Y | A2 a i T Re— R3S TnES, L, 7—
JVEHIFIRIIHERE L W ER A, BEEEALEIND FITTine ZESZSN, EyEEE#E
FENA 2 HNFOLEIZH D720, SNEFEOHTITTFAI 250 DREHELWVIE LLVEEAD
TIEELSZIVY,

https://luftfartstilsynet.no/en/drones/registrering-og-soknader/flying-drone-in-restricted-area-

central-oslo/

BE 7 —UVEala=s—var s F—ATiEH, AR AT U NRERAREL L DA
Ry N TCEHEEREZITVWET, BWEEZIRE L, I ATl E s TEEOTWERE S e
HEI ARV NTEWEH AT DN EHIREL TOET,

BEIIAXOLDOT, 7LV y MIETHHRIEHATE, 7ANRNL~DY) 73O H 5
FIZBELLET, M—BEWLZWVWOIX, BEIZELLZ LYy RFT#EHIhTnwsZ L
T, 7Ly MRV 7o BEICEKRENET,

T—YVE T 4 — 7 IR DT —X)VEZEE DA U H a2 —X, press-
abelprize@dnva.no £ TR A2 ZHREL 3V, 7272 L, 7 —VWEZEFIIEE~DHE
RAREZILEBD TNDTD, A F Ea—DEEAHRESETCWEZEEET,

Q10: What is the significance of the National Holiday on May 17 with relations

to the Abel Prize Week? / 7 —~ULE 7 4 —27 £ 5 H 17 H DAL H OEIF%

=

A: 17* of May is a national day in Norway. It could be a good inspiration for many journalists to write
more articles from a different perspective. The children’s parade to the royal palace is very

photogenic. Try searching for images of “Norway 17" of May” on the internet.

It is both ok to arrive on the 16 or the 18™. We recommend you arrive on May 16.
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A5 H17 RIZ/ V0 =—DF v a T A7 —TF, Z<DYV¥Y—T UV ARMIL-T, Eo

AP DR FEZES BWVHIZ2 500 LVER A, EEIZHND FELTEHDO/NL— R
ETCHE 7+ N 2= 7T, A% —x v T [Norway 17" of May | DR Z IR LT

HTLIZENN,

16 HTH 18 HETHRLRTT, Febidle HEZBEIOLET,

Q11: Why was the Abel Prize laureate 2025 awarded this specific year? / 728

2025 DT — LB X Z OFEITEE I NTZOTT N ?

A: The academic explanation for this is to be found in the citation from the Abel Committee.

To avoid any scientific misunderstandings, this is in English only.

A: FOFEMZREBIE, T —_NUNEEEN DOV A T — g A2H 0 £9, BIFRaA R
BRET B, THIUTFEEOHL T,

Q12: Have any Japanese mathematicians been nominated in the past? / 1875

(2 IR — P SN ARANBFE TN E T ?
A: The nominations are secret for 50 years.

Ar /I x—3 g T L TIE 50 ERRLE T,

Q13: Do you think this award will lead to more joint research between Norway

and Japan in the future? / S EIOZE A X ->hFic, 4%/ Vv =—LH

AROIFEIFFITE B2 TS EENETN?
A: We hope so.

A:ZHES>TWVWET,
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Q14: Is it possible that the achievements of Asian and Japanese
mathematicians have been difficult to evaluate in the West due to language

barriers? / 7 TR H ARKDIFHE DEFEN ., SHEOEEIZ L > TRCK TRE

AU WNEWS Z ETH D FF?

A: Perhaps. It is a good question for the Abel Committee to answer.

A ZOmb LVERA, T—UEBEPEZ LT RVEMTY,

Q15: After receiving an award, what kind of relationship or exchange is fostered

between The Academy and the successive award laureates? / = Ete. 74

TI—LRRROZEZ EOMIZIZED L D R BRH DD TT 2

A: After receiving the Abel Prize, laureates become members of the Norwegian Academy of
Science and Letters and often maintain a relationship through various events and
engagements. They participate in public lectures, educational initiatives, and collaborative
projects, contributing to the promotion of mathematics and mentoring young
mathematicians. These activities foster a dynamic exchange between the laureates and the

academic community, enhancing the visibility and impact of mathematical sciences globally.

A: T =L “%'-T Hth, ZEETZ/ NV =—RELETHTI—DRB LR HirleA X
YNROIEEN A U CRIMEATRD TWE T, STEFITAEESHEHENIA =77 7, HFH
Tuvz/ MISML, WFORBICHRLTZYD, HEWVEFHFEZBEELZD LTWET, Z
DX RIEFENL, ZEFELFREOKX AT I v I R ARE L, BFERFO SRR 7254
ELEENERmDDLHDOTT,
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Q16: Was the laureate of 2025 a surprise to the world and the Norwegian
mathematical community, or had it been rumoured that he would receive the

prize sooner or later? / 2025 fE O EIX, A0/ VT = — DRI L
STHTIARESTDOTLLIN, Fhe b, EPLRNVE T2

FAHEBMIXNTWEDOTLE 9N

A: It is hard to say anything definitive on this question. We know that a lot of persons love to
speculate on who will be selected as the Abel Prize laureate every year, but The Academy do

not engage in speculations.

This year's laureate has already received a lot of science prizes. But when the Secreatary
General at The Academy, Ms. Marit Westergaard informed this years recipient, it seemd like
at a surprise to him. We made a video of the zoom meeting, and it is to be found on The

Abel Prize YouTube Channel exclusively.

A ZOEMICH L CHAMERZ LIEE 2 E A, BEZ DAL, #ERT —VULEDOZE
FITRITNADEERI LN T8, YT H7I—13F0 L 5 2 EANCIZES LEE AL

SEOZEEITTTICEL ORFEEAZE L TCWET, L, THTFI—FEEKREO~Y
c T2 AT N A—ERNOLEFEOZEENNL I EEE, KRABLENTWZL9T
4, Zoom X —T 1 > 7 DOFEFIL. YouTube F ¥ > %/ [Abel Prize | CTEW7ZIFF

d
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Final note/ & 1C

Thank you for your interest in the Abel Prize and for thoroughly reading through this

overview of frequently asked questions before reaching out for interview slots and more.

T—rUVEICZELEREYRWEEE, HOREITINET, S HX B a—Pp o T
WEENWETELSERILZ, 20 TS8R OMEEFEFNZ LS BRANEZELS LY, LAL
< BREWVH L EFE9,
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